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The Prelude Air in D by J. S. Bach arranged by Noel Rawsthorne 
Sheep May Safely Graze by J. S. Bach arranged by Noel Rawsthorne 
Jesu Joy of Man’s Desiring by J. S. Bach arranged by Noel Rawsthorne 
Fanfare by Noel Rawsthorne 
 

Introit  We Are Standing On Holy Ground   
 
Processional Hymn    We’re Marching to Zion  
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Hymn of Praise  We Have Come into His House 
 

 
 



3 
 

Bishop   Blessed be the one, holy, and living God; 
People   Glory to God for ever and ever. 
   
Bishop   There is one Body and one Spirit; 
People   There is one hope in God’s call to us; 
 
Bishop   One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 
People   One God, Creator of all. 
 
Bishop   The Lord be with you. 
People   And also, with you. 
Bishop   Let us pray 
 
O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your whole Church, that 
wonderful and sacred mystery; by the effectual working of your providence, carry out in 
tranquility the plan of salvation; let the whole world see and know that things which were cast 
down are being raised up, and things which had grown old are being made new, and that all 
things are being brought to their perfection by him through whom all things were made, your 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The People are seated. 
 
Bishop   People of Atonement, you have reflected on your ministry and discerned your 

choice for a new Rector.  
Wardens  We have chosen and called Rev. Ricardo Sheppard to be our Rector, and he has 

accepted.  
 
Bishop   I commend your choice and affirm this call.  
 
Bishop   Rev. Sheppard do you, in the presence of this congregation, commit yourself to 

this new trust and responsibility? 
Rector   I do. 
 
Bishop   Will you who witness this new beginning support and uphold Rev. Sheppard in 

this ministry? 
People   We will. 
 
Bishop   Let us then offer our prayers to God for all his people, for this congregation, and 

for Rev. Sheppard, their Rector. 
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Litany for Ordination           The Rev. Dr. Brian Jemmott 
                      Canon to the Ordinary 
                Episcopal Diocese of New Jersey 
 
God the Father, 
Have mercy on us. 
 
God the Son, 
Have mercy on us. 
 
God the Holy Spirit, 
Have mercy on us. 
 
Holy Trinity, one God, 
Have mercy on us. 
 
We pray to you, Lord Christ. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be found without fault 
at the Day of your Coming, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
For all members of your Church in their vocation and ministry, that they may serve you in a true 
and godly life, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, for Marianne our Bishop, for all bishops, priests, and 
deacons, that they may be filled with your love, may hunger for truth, and may thirst after 
righteousness, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
For Ricardo, chosen priest in your Church, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayers 
 
That he may faithfully fulfill the duties of this ministry, build up your Church, and glorify your 
Name, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
That by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit he may be sustained and encouraged to persevere to 
the end, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
For his family, that they may be adorned with all Christian virtues, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer.
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For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may cease and that all 
may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the Gospel to the ends of 
the earth, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer.For those who do not yet believe, and for those who have lost their faith, 
that they may receive the light of the Gospel, we pray to you, O Lord.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow among nations 
and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
For those in positions of public trust that they may serve justice and promote the dignity and 
freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of creation, that the 
world may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees, prisoners, and all who 
are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
For ourselves, for the forgiveness of our sins, and for the grace of the Holy Spirit to attend to 
our lives, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose faith is known to you 
alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that place where there is no pain or grief, 
but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Rejoicing in the fellowship of the ever-blessed Virgin Mary, all the saints, let us commend 
ourselves, and one another, and all our life to Christ our God. 
To you, O Lord our God. 
 
Lord have mercy 
Christ have mercy 
Lord have mercy
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Bishop   The Lord be with you 
People   And also with you  
Bishop   Let us pray 
 
Ever living God, strengthen and sustain Ricardo, that with patience and understanding he may 
love and care for your people; and grant that together they may follow Jesus Christ, offering to 
you their gifts and talents; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 
 
People  Amen. 
 
Praise Dance            Atonement Praise Dance Ministry 
 
Old Testament Joshua 1:7-9  
 
Reader  A reading from Joshua, chapter 1, verses 7 through 9 
 
Only be strong and very courageous, being careful to act in accordance with all the law that my 
servant Moses commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, so that you 
may be successful wherever you go. This book of the law shall not depart out of your mouth; 
you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to act in accordance with all 
that is written in it. For then you shall make your way prosperous, and then you shall be 
successful.  I hereby command you: Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or 
dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go. 
 
Reader  The Word of the Lord 
People  Thanks be to God 
 
Psalm 146 

 
 

Refrain:  His love, His love, His love is everlasting. 
 

1. Hallelujah! Praise the Lord, O my soul! I will praise the Lord as long as I live; I will sing 
praises to my God while I have my being. 

2. Put not your trust in rulers, nor in any child of earth, for there is no help in them. 
Refrain: His love, His love, His love is everlasting. 
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3. When they breathe their last, they return to earth, and in that day their thoughts perish. 
4. Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! whose hope is in the Lord 

their God; 
Refrain: His love, His love, His love is everlasting. 

 
5. Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; who keep his promise for 

ever; 
6. Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger? 
Refrain: His love, His love, His love is everlasting. 

 
7. The Lord sets the prisoners free; the Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up 

those who are bowed down; 
8. The Lord loves the righteous; the Lord cares for the stranger; he sustains the orphan and 

widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked.  
9. The Lord shall reign for ever,your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah! 
Refrain: His love, His love, His love is everlasting. 

 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Hallelujah! 
Refrain: His love, His love, His love is everlasting. 
 
The Epistle  Romans 12: 1-18 
 
Reader  A reading from the letter to the Romans, chapter 12, verses 1 through 18 
 
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as 
a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may 
discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.  
 
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly 
than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of 
faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and not all the 
members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and 
individually we are members one of another. We have gifts that differ according to the grace 
given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 
the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the 
compassionate, in cheerfulness. 
 

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual 
affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the 
Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of 
the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.
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Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, 
weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but 
associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for 
evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it depends on 
you, live peaceably with all.  
 
Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
Gradual Hymn   What A Friend We Have In Jesus 
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The Holy Gospel  Mark 9:33-37              The Very Reverend Rene John 
        Dean, Trinity Cathedral, New Jersey 
 
The People stand. 
 
Dean   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, “What were you 
arguing about on the way?” But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one 
another who was the greatest. He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, “Whoever 
wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” Then he took a little child and put it 
among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, “Whoever welcomes one such child in 
my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent 
me.” 
 
Dean  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Sermon               The Reverend Dr. Timothy P. Taylor, Sr. 
        Senior Pastor, Hebron Baptist Church 
               Brooklyn, NY 
 
Musical Selection          Mr. Ravon Sheppard 
 

The Induction 
 
Presentation of Symbols of Office 
 
Representatives of the Congregation 
Rev. Sheppard, accept this Bible, and be among us as one who proclaimed the Word. 
People  Amen. 
 
The Bishop 
Rev. Sheppard, take this water, and help me baptize in obedience to our Lord. 
People  Amen. 
 
EDOW South DC Clergy Group 
Rev. Sheppard, receive this stole, and be among us as a pastor and a priest. 
People   Amen. 
 
Atonement Adult Bible Study, Youth Sunday School, Noonday Prayer Ministry 
Rev. Sheppard, receive this book and be among us as a man of prayer 
People   Amen. 
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Atonement Choir, Praise Dance Ministry 
Rev. Sheppard, receive this book of music and be among us as one who sings praises to our 
Lord 
People  Amen. 
 
Atonement Praise, Empowerment, & Prayer Ministry, Daughters of the King  
Wednesday Prayer line,  
Rev. Sheppard, use this oil, and be among us as a healer and reconciler 
People   Amen. 
 
Atonement Warden, Sextons 
Rev. Sheppard, receive these keys, and let the doors of this place be open to all 
People  Amen. 
 
EDOW Canon to the Ordinary  
Rev. Sheppard, obey these Canons, and be among us to share in the councils of this diocese. 
People  Amen. 
 
Atonement Food Pantry, Episcopal Church Women, St. Helene’s Guild 
Rev. Sheppard, receive this basket of food and help us share our food and blessings with the 
poor and the hungry. 
People   Amen. 
 
Atonement St. Clare’s Guild, Fellowship Committee, Welcoming Committee,  
Many Stars Intergenerational Center 
Rev. Sheppard, receive this Cross, and share with us in the ecumenical ministry of the Christian 
Church. 
People   Amen. 
 
Atonement Men’s Club, Brotherhood, Atonement Family Ministries 
Rev. Sheppard, receive this chain, and minister to those who are incarcerated, and those in 
bondage. 
People  Amen. 
 
Atonement Altar Guild, Ushers, Acolytes 
Rev. Sheppard, take this bread and wine, and be among us to break the 
Bread and bless the Cup. 
People   Amen. 
 
Bishop  
Rev. Sheppard, let all these be signs of the ministry which is mine and yours in this place. 
People  Amen. 
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Rector 
 
O Lord my God, I am not worthy to have you come under my roof; yet you have called your 
servant to stand in your house, and to serve at your altar. To you and to your service I devote 
myself, body, soul, and spirit. Fill my memory with the record of your mighty works; enlighten 
my understanding with the light of your Holy Spirit; and may all the desires of my heart and will 
center in what you would have me do.  
 
Make me an instrument of your salvation for the people entrusted to my care, and grant that I 
may faithfully administer your holy Sacraments, and by my life and teaching set forth your true 
and living Word. Be always with me in carrying out the duties of my ministry. In prayer, quicken 
my devotion; in praises, heighten my love and gratitude; in preaching, give me readiness of 
thought and expression; and grant that, by the clearness and brightness of your holy Word, all 
the world may be drawn into your blessed kingdom. All this I ask for the sake of your Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ.  
 
Bishop and People  Amen. 
 
Bishop    Greet your New Rector! 
 
The Peace 
 
Bishop   The Peace of the Lord be always with you  
People   And also, with you. 
 
The Clergy and People greet one another. 

 
The Holy Communion 

 
Offertory Sentences 
 
Offertory Anthem  God and God Alone 
 
Presentation of Offerings & Doxology   Grant Me a Blessing 

 
Lord, my soul is thirsting for a blessing today,  
Let thy presence come from above;  
O that thou wouldst rend the heavens; and then come down; Let thy spirit fall all around. 
Lord, my soul is thirsting and I want a refreshing;  
Lord, my soul is thirsting and I need a fresh touch.  
Lord, my soul is thirsting and I want a refreshing.  
Grant me a blessing today.  
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The Bishop goes to the Table and begins the Great Thanksgiving. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Bishop proceeds. 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always, and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth; because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you 
have caused a new light to shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the face 
of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the 
glory of your Name:  
 
Bishop and People 
 
 Holy, Holy, holy Lord God of power and might, 
 Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. 

 
The People stand, sit, or kneel 
 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had 
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your 
only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to 
you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself,  
in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: 
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 
many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
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Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Bishop and People 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify 
them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food 
and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this 
holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with 
all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus 
Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.  
 
People  Amen.  
 
Bishop  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
 Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come,  

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven, 
 Give us this day our daily bread,  

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
The Bishop breaks the consecrated Bread. 
A period of silence is kept. 
 
Bishop  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People  Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 
 
Oh! Lamb of God 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us, Lamb of God,  

you take away the sins of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the 
sins of the world: grant us peace 

 
Preparation Hymn 
 Oh, it is Jesus. Yes, it is Jesus. It’s Jesus in my soul. For I have touched the hem of HIS 

garment and HIS blood has made me whole. 
 
Bishop  The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ 

died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 
Communion of the People 
(All who seek God are invited to receive the sacrament of Holy Eucharist at the Lord’s Table.  You may eat 
the bread and drink from the cup, or hold the bread and dip it into the wine when it is offered to you.  If 
you wish to receive a blessing instead of communion, cross your arms over your chest to let the priest 
know.  If you need to be served at your seat, please tell an Usher.) 
 
Communion Hymns 

Taste And See 
Let Us Break Bread 

I’m A-Going To Eat At the Welcome Table 
 
 
Anointing and Thanksgiving Hymns 

Come, Ye Disconsolate 
Have Thine Own Way, Lord 

Thank You, Lord 
 
 

(on following pages) 
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Communion Hymns 
 

Taste and See 
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Let Us Break Bread 
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I’m A Going to Eat at the Welcome Table 
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Anointing and Thanksgiving Hymns 
 

Come, Ye Disconsolate 
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Have Thine Own Way, Lord 
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Thank You, Lord 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Post Communion Prayer 
 
Bishop and People 
Almighty Father, we thank you for feeding us with the holy food of the Body and Blood of your 
Son, and for uniting us through him in the fellowship of your Holy Spirit. We thank you for 
raising up among us faithful servants for the ministry of your Word and Sacraments. We pray 
that Ricardo may be to us an effective example in word and action, in love and patience, and in 
holiness of life. Grant that we with him, may serve you now, and always rejoice in your glory; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Rector The blessing, mercy and grace of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 
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The Closing Hymn 
 

Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones 
 
 
 
 

Deacon Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude Toccata from Symphony for Organ No 5 in F Minor Op. 42 No. 1 
 
 

A Reception Follows in the Undercroft. 
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    Canon to the Ordinary 
    Episcopal Diocese of New Jersey 
Gospeler   The Very Reverend Rene John 

Dean, Trinity Cathedral 
Episcopal Diocese of New Jersey 

Deacon   The Reverend Mary McCue 
Church of the Ascension and St. Agnes  

Vergers   Douglass Bowman, Jr. 
    Mrs. Brenda Toles 
Lay Eucharistic Ministers Mrs. Robbin Johnson 
    Mr. Edward Phillips 
Readers   Ms. Kayla Mason 
    Mr. Norman Neverson 
Minister of Music  Dr. Michael Clarke, ATCL, CAGO 
Soloist    Mr. Ravon Sheppard 

Atonement Acolytes and Choir 
Atonement Praise Dance Ministry 

 
Installation Committee 

Michelle Adams 
Paula K. Boone, Ed.D. 
 

Cora Floyd 
Claude Walker, Esq. 
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Obie Pinckney William J. Neal Rochelle Harley 
Eric Pookrum Claude Walker Clorine LaFargue 
Robert Smith David Warr Karen White Neal 

 
Rector Search Committee 

Paula K. Boone, Chairperson 
Jean Beck 
Cora Floyd 
Robbin Johnson

Jordan McCreary 
John Nash 
Karla Oates 
Brenda Toles 



Servant Leadership
Scripture: Mark 9:35 (NRSV)

He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them,
“Whoever wants to be rst must be
last of all and servant of all.”
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